
By Sean Campbell
Senior Staff Writer

As thousands of students were turned 
away this spring after Southwestern Col-
lege cut almost a quarter of its classes, 
the question of whether administration 
played the budget too conservatively 
looms.

Ask Phil Lopez, president of the 
college’s faculty union, if the district is 
holding on to its money too tightly and 
he will not hesitate to answer “yes.” 

Lopez accused the college of padding 
its savings account on the backs of 
students and said he would bet his job 
against the superintendent’s that the 
college would soon be sitting on $15 
million, while at the same time cutting 

classes.
But the college’s head of finances, 

Nicholas Alioto, begged to diff er. He 
said Lopez based his estimates on shaky 
numbers and left important details out 
of the equation, like technology up-
grades and the state’s enduring budget 
crisis. 

� ere was an air of rivalry between 
the two at the college’s March govern-
ing board meeting as Alioto presented 
a budget update that attacked Lopez’s 
campus-wide e-mail that accused the 
district of stockpiling money.

While the college’s budget is about 
$95 million, the debate centers on the 
small percentage of money that, for 
a variety of reasons, is left over at the 
end of each year, what Alioto called the 

campus’s “fund balance.”
Lopez analyzed the fund balance for 

the last three years and showed that each 
year the college predicted the balance 
would shrink but it grew. Lopez said 

this trend of growth has gotten worse 
since Superintendent Dr. Raj K. Chopra 
started at the college in 2007.

Viewpoints, 2
Editorial, 2
Thinking Out Loud, 3
Sex Column, 4
Campus, 5
Arts, 13
Sports, 17INSIDE: TAKIN’ A BREAK

Street dancers draw crowds 
Pages 10 - 11

A  N A T I O N A L  P A C E M A K E R  A W A R D  N E W S P A P E R

Volume 53, Issue 4
www.southwesterncollegesun.comMarch 1-19, 2010

Since 1964

Committees to attack probation Hernandez, 
Nader, 
Thompson 
set to run

Union says college is running up a surplus 

Former president, 
mayor to challenge 
board incumbents 

Diana Inocencio/Staff

Sprinters from the Southwestern College track team line up for the start of a training race at the 
Olympic Training Center in Chula Vista. SWC’s diverse and talented team won the women’s title last 
year and the men are favored to challenge for a Pacifi c Coast Conference championship this year. 

By Jennifer Bowman
News Editor

Former Southwestern College Presi-
dent Norma Hernandez is one of three 
candidates the faculty union is endors-
ing in the November election that will 
decide three of the fi ve governing board 
seats.

Current board member Jorge Domin-
guez said he does not plan to run again. 
Yolanda Salcido and Terri Vallado-
lid both said they plan to defend their 
seats.

Hernandez joined SWC in 1975 and 
became president in 2004. During her 
administration faculty agreed to a 2 per-
cent pay cut to assist the school through 
a fi nancial crisis, allowing the school to 
avoid class cuts and layoff s. Hernandez  
also served as dean of student services, 
dean of counseling and guidance, and 
vice president of student aff airs.

Hernandez resigned suddenly in July 
2006 after the governing board overruled 
her decision to hire Dr. Kendra Jeff coat 
as vice president of academic aff airs. Ron 
Dyste, a family friend of the then-board 
president, got the job instead.

Since Hernandez’s departure the 
college’s leadership has become a re-
volving door. It is currently on its third 
president and has since replaced every 
member of its executive cabinet. SWC 
is now on probation for 10 administra-
tive defi ciencies identifi ed by the state’s 
accreditation commission.

“Southwestern has always been in 
my heart,” Hernandez said at an event 
hosted by the union’s Political Action 
Committee (PAC). “(My heart has) been 
breaking lately.”

PAC hosted a meet-and-greet event 
on Feb. 11 for those interested in run-
ning for the board. Former Chula Vista 
Mayor Tim Nader and sitting Chula 
Vista City Council member Mitch 
� ompson, along with Hernandez, were 
selected following an interview process. 
Southwestern College Education Asso-
ciation Vice President Andrew MacNeill 
said name recognition was a key element 
to selecting the candidates.

PAC will attempt to raise $25,000 to 

UCSD hit 
with more 
racist acts

PRESENTING

Students call for 
increased diversity
By Alyssa Simental
Senior Staff Writer

Recent incidents at UC San Diego 
have spurred turmoil among the stu-
dents, faculty and community, creating 
a ripple eff ect reaching other UC schools 
and community colleges—even South-
western.

UC President Mark Yudof was quoted 
saying these were the worst incidents of 
racism he has seen on campuses in 20 
years. 

On Feb. 15 an off -campus “Compton 
Cookout” party thrown by UCSD stu-
dents of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity 
mocked ghetto stereotypes and Black 
History Month.

� is marked the fi rst of many incidents 
that have off ended students and faculty 
on the UCSD campus. 

“� ese events at UCSD proved that 
racism is still present and exploiting 
stereotypes is not okay,” said SWC Af-
rican-American Student Union (AASU) 
Vice President Darrin Bundy.

A noose was found Feb. 26 hanging 
on a bookshelf of the seventh fl oor of the 
Giesel Library on the main campus. In an 
apology letter to the campus newspaper 
� e Guardian, a female UCSD student 
admitted to “accidentally” leaving the 
noose in the library after she said she 
tried to jump rope with it and use it as 
a lasso. 

“It was a mindless act and a stupid 
mistake,” she said.

She was immediately suspended from 
school. 

Next found was a KKK-style hood 
placed on top of a Dr. Seuss statue in the 
same library the noose was found. � ese 
incidents sparked a student takeover of 
Chancellor Marye Anne Fox’s offi  ce.

Fox said the hate symbols at UCSD 
represented “a dark day in the history of 
this University.”

Students at UCSD rallied to express 
how they felt about the incidents hap-
pening on their campus.

“Going to the rally showed us that 
people in San Diego cared about their 
race, not just African-Americans,” said 
Bundy. 

Since the “Compton Cookout” party 
other UC schools encountered similar 
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By Amber Sykes
Assistant News Editor

Southwestern College leaders have pledged 
to throw time, energy and money at the 10 
sanctions that led to the campus to be placed 
on probation.

A pyramid of committees, subcommittees 
and task forces are looking into the areas 
deemed defi cient by the state’s accrediting 
commission last month. 

� e Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC) placed the college on 
probation for the fi rst time in its 50-year 
history and gave it until October 2011 to 
prove itself or face closure. 

At a March 1 special governing board 
meeting, the newly-formed SWC Accredita-
tion Oversight Committee set a goal to have 

a report to the board by October. 
Board member Dr. Jorge Dominguez said 

hard work could fi x seven of the 10 sanc-
tions, but he expressed concern about SWC 
technology, micro-management and policy-
procedure issues. He said he was surprised 
about the sanction that asks the school “to 
implement a collegial and comprehensive 
planning process that assures improvement 
in student learning” because that is what 
administrators do on a daily basis. He said he 
is curious to see how the college can improve 
in that area.

A major portion of the meeting was spent 
clarifying the college’s history of combining 
policy with procedure, something the com-
mission frowns upon. Policies are rules and 
guidelines passed by the board. Procedures 
are strategies developed by staff  for carrying 

them out.                    
Trustee Terri Valladolid said she is nervous 

about the issues involving the board because 
members met with experts last year who 
told them that these standards were already 
being met. 

 “What can we do diff erently this time to 
be assured that yes, we actually are going to 
meet some of these recommendations that 
apparently we haven’t responded to in the 
last few years?” Valladolid said.

Dr. Mink Stavenga, co-chair of the Ac-
creditation Oversight Committee, said 
he could not answer for the past. He said 
WASC has been warning the board since 
1996, but never placed SWC on proba-
tion.

“It wasn’t the same kind of urgency there 
is now,” he said. “Now we have dates. We 

don’t have six years in which to solve these 
issues.”

Library Department Chair Ron Vess, 
oversight committee co-chair, said the board 
controls its own destiny.

“Unfortunately, we can’t tell you how 
to act,” he said. “You have to look inside 
yourselves.”

Board president Yolanda Salcido blamed 
staff .

“� ere have been a lot of diff erent board 
members,” she said. “� ere have been a lot of 
presidents. � ere have been a lot of admin-
istrations, but what’s been here consistent is 
the staff  and the management as well as the 
managers who actually do the running of the 
district. � at is where I’m concerned, that 
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11 M
2007-2008

13.4 M
2008-2009

10.5 M
2006-2007

Southwestern College has had money left 
over in its general fund at the end of each 
year. How much will it have this year?

SCEA’s Phil Lopez

VP Nicholas Alioto

2009 - 10
Predictions

+ $8.0 M

$15.0 M

$ $ $


