
Architects gather to showcase corner plans
Seven finalists in the running for $55 million Proposition R project
By Yzelle Brizuela and Daniela Padilla 
Assistant News Editor and Photo Editor 

A 12-year standoff between Southwest-
ern College and community groups may 
come to a happy resolution as the debate 
over the often-controversial corner lot may 
soon be settled. 

College administrators plan to issue a 
$55 million contract to build a complex of 
administrative, academic and commercial 
buildings on the 7.3 acre parcel on the 
corner of East H Street and Otay Lakes 
Road. Plans include a 28,000-square-foot 
administrative building, a 24,000-square-
foot cultural center and 9,000 square feet 
of small businesses on 120,000 available 

square feet.
Community leaders, many of whom 

were opponents of the original plan, said 
they like the new concept. 

A 1998 proposal to build a shopping 
mall on the lot and the green belt in front 
of the college was solidly opposed by citi-
zens groups and eventually scrapped by the 
college governing board. 

“The community was appalled by the 
shopping center proposal,” said Patricia 
Aguilar, leader of Citizens Against Retail 
Expansion (CARE). “If that would’ve 
happened, Southwestern College would 
have been known as the college behind 
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ASO “No Confidence” vote stalled
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By Alyssa Simental 
Arts Editor

Student government’s on-again, off-again 
push for a vote of No Confidence in South-
western College’s Superintendent Dr. Raj K. 
Chopra appears to be off again.

After months of discussion and vacilla-
tion, the Associated Student Organization 
effort has been ground to a halt, primarily 
due to the efforts of ASO Executive Vice 
President Gilbert Songalia.

As a candidate in May 2009 current ASO 
President Chris DeBauche campaigned on 
a platform that students needed to speak 
up against administrative decisions that 
hurt teaching and learning. DeBauche said 
he had broad support among the student 
body for No Confidence resolutions against 
Chopra and the governing board.

“The students are asking us to say we’re 
not confident in the way things are going 

right now,” he said.
When DeBauche spoke to ASO Execu-

tive Board members at a special meeting in 
January, he said he was influenced by the 
student population to take a stance. He 
asked the ASO board if it felt the govern-
ing board and superintendent were fulfill-
ing their duties and following the mission 
statement of the college. Three of the four 
members said no and voted for a No Con-
fidence resolution.

Songalia said he was unsure there were 
grounds enough to pass a No Confidence 
resolution. He also said he feared the rela-
tionship with Chopra developed during 
Student College Relations Committee 
meetings could be jeopardized.

“(A No Confidence vote) could very well 
close the doors,” he said.

Executive board member Oliver Osuna 
said he did not agree.

“I don’t believe they would do so, and if 

they did this would justify the No Confi-
dence vote,” said Osuna.

After voting to proceed with the resolu-
tion, the executives discussed what kind of 
evidence would be used to support it. A 
rough draft of evidence was compiled and 
the executive members said they felt they 
did not find enough student testimony to 
support them taking the stance. 

DeBauche disagreed.
“We’ve got hundreds of students outside 

these doors every day at 11 o’clock,” he said. 
“Go talk to them.”

Executive members decided that one of 
them would attend the Feb. 10 SWC Gov-
erning Board meeting and gather data and 
interviews that would be used to support the 
resolution. Other than DeBauche seated on 
the governing board dais that night, none 
attended the meeting.

“Miguel was busy, Mike was busy and I 

By Cody Yarbro
Assistant Viewpoints Editor 

Southwestern sent out corrected tax 
forms last month after the school issued 
forms with incorrect information to 
students in January.

1098-T forms that reported wrong 
paid tuition numbers were sent out due 
to a glitch in the computer system, said 
Laura Sales, acting controller at Fiscal 
Services.

SWC sent out a mass-email notifying 
students of the incorrect forms shortly 
after they were sent out in the mail. 
Another was sent in February that 
provided students access to the new 
forms online. 

Some students expressed concern 
over the amount of time it took to make 
the corrections on the form.

“I feel that I should not have to re-
check over my tax forms to make sure 
they are correct,” said student Tameika 
Guerrero. “ Now I have to think South-
western College is not doing its job.”

By Amber Sykes
Assistant News Editor

The Southwestern College Foun-
dation had its first fund raising gala 
since 2007. 

The Gift of Scholarship Gala made 
its return March 27 at the Loews 
Coronado Resort. Many SWC pro-
grams have benefited from past galas, 
including the Student of Distinction 
Award Scholarships, according to 
Foundation Chair J.R. Chantengco. 
“Havana Nights” was a success as the 
$200 seats sold out. 
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By Jennifer Bowman
News Editor

One of Southwestern’s trustees will 
attempt to secure Chula Vista’s top 
job.

Dr. Jorge 
D o m i n -
guez, who 
currently 
holds seat 
f i v e  o n 
the SWC 
governing 
board, an-
nounced 
his candi-
dacy  for 
Chula Vista 
mayor in January. He will try to un-
seat the city’s current mayor, Cheryl 
Cox, who is running for re-election. 
Councilman Steve Castaneda has also 
announced his candidacy.

Both Cox and Castaneda have 
reported how much their campaigns 
have raised but Dominguez has filed 
a statement. 

Voters will choose their new mayor 
on June 8 if one candidate wins a ma-
jority or in a November run off. 

Dominguez has served on SWC’s 
board since 2006. He is an adminis-
trator in the Sweetwater Union High 
School District.
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By Jennifer Bowman
News Editor

One of Southwestern’s deans was told 
to pack her bags less than a year after her 
arrival.

Dr. Cidhinnia Torres Campos, SWC’s 
dean of research, evaluation and planning, 
was terminated after the college’s govern-
ing board voted not to renew her contract 
at its March meeting. Her contract ends 
in June.

Torres Campos, who began working 
at SWC in July, was the first full-time 
researcher the college had employed in 
five years. 

The school’s lack of an efficient research 
office before her hire did not escape the 
eyes of the Western Association of Schools 
and College’s (WASC) visiting accredita-
tion team, which identified it as one of the 
school’s 10 deficiencies when it placed the 
school on probation.

“The absence of a research office since 
2005 has hindered the establishment of a 
robust culture of evidence,” the team report-
ed, “and there is little reference within the 
self study to any meaningful links between 
data, analysis and planning.”

WASC’s accreditation team said in the 
report that Torres Campos’ hire was a step 
in the right direction.

“Although a new Dean devoted to re-
search, evaluation, and planning has recent-
ly joined the college and a data warehouse 
has been identified, much work remains to 
be done to make student achievement and 
SLO data available to the college commu-
nity,” the report read.

Randy Beach, the Academic Senate’s 
presiding chair for department chairs, said 
Torres Campos’ dismissal was untimely.

“I can’t see how firing the dean in the 
area will help our accreditation situation,” 
he said. “So we’re back at square one in 
that regard.”

Chris Bender, SWC’s communication 
officer, said the college has not decided 
whether it will hire another administrator 
to fill her position. Beach said that was 
unfortunate.

“I’m disappointed that there seems to 
have been no plan for how to handle that 
workload before she was released,” Beach 
said. “It’s as if the rug was pulled out from 
under us and we’re trying to get back on 
our feet.”

Before her termination, Torres Campos’ 
office focused on reporting for the state and 
federal government, as well as providing and 
organizing data. When she began at SWC 
she said she would play an active role in 
pursuing grants for the college, including 
the Title V grant, a program designed to 
help Hispanic-serving institutions. Her hire 
was criticized by some faculty members for 
being one of three administrators added 
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SMALL MODELS, BIG PLANS: An architectural rendering of a design for the proposed corner 
lot development was unveiled at a campus gathering of architects who are considered finalists for 
the contract. Construction of the $55 million project could begin next May.

A FANFARE FOR  
CESAR CHAVEZ DAY
Dr. Mario Aguilar, Capitan de la Danza Mexi’cayotl, blows a 

traditional Aztec command to lead the dancers down the streets 
of Logan Heights during the annual Cesar Chavez Parade. He is 
accompanied by his wife, SWC Dean of Counseling Bea Zamora.
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New Age of 
Aquarius
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