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Since 1964

By Anthony Dacong
Staff Writer

One of America’s leading defenders 
of free speech has named Southwestern 
College one of the nation’s 10 worst 
violators of the First Amendment for 
2010.

SWC Superintendent Dr. Raj K. 
Chopra and Vice President of Business 
and Financial Affairs Nicholas Alioto 
were singled out for criticism by the 
Virginia-based Thomas Jefferson Center 

for the Protection of Free Expression “for 
promulgating and enforcing a policy 
limiting even peaceful and non-disrup-
tive protests to a designated ‘free speech’ 
patio.” The Jefferson Center awarded 
its notorious “Jefferson Muzzle” to the 
college for events that arose from an Oc-
tober 22, 2009 student rally and a Feb-
ruary 2010 effort by students to collect 
signatures for a petition to recall three 
SWC Governing Board members.

“Colleges and universities…may 

surely protect their educational activities, 
ensure equal access to scarce facilities and 
impose content-neutral time, place and 
manner regulations designed to maintain 
safety and order,” read a statement writ-
ten by a Jefferson Center attorney Josh 
Wheeler. “But when such rules become 
so restrictive as to stifle even the peaceful 
presentation and discussion of contro-
versial viewpoints on public issues, free 
expression is inevitably at grave risk.”

Jefferson Muzzles are announced every 

April 13 on the birthday of the author 
of the Bill of Rights. Hundreds of can-
didates are considered, said Wheeler, 
before the final 10 are selected. The Jef-
ferson Center is directed by Robert M. 
O’Neil, a former university president. 
Southwestern has also been publicly crit-
icized for First Amendment violations 
this year by the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the Foundation for Individual 
Rights Congressman Bob Filner, the 

College administration named one of 
nation’s worst First Amendment violators

Proposition to legalize pot lights up November ballot
Californians to decide whether to endorse 

recreational use of marijuana by adults
By Jennifer Bowman and Diego 
Macias
News Editor and Assistant Sports Editor

California’s marijuana laws may 
soon go up in smoke.

State voters will decide in November 
whether to make history by anointing 
California the first state to legalize 
the recreational use of cannabis by 
adults. Dubbed the “Tax Cannabis 
Act,” the measure would allow those 
21 and older to possess up to an ounce 
of marijuana. Residents would be 
permitted to grow plants within a 25-
square-foot garden. Its use would be 
prohibited in public or in the presence 
of minors. Local governments would 
regulate and tax the drug. Marijuana 
would continue to be illegal under 
federal law.

About 48.7 percent of college 

students had used marijuana at least 
once in their lifetime, according to a 
1997 study conducted by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
About 14 percent said they had used 
marijuana at least once in the past 30 
days preceding the survey.

A 2008 study by the Higher Edu-
cation Center for Alcohol and Other 
Drug Abuse and Violence Prevention 
concluded that marijuana use among 
college students had leveled off since 
2000 after a spike in use during the 
1990s.

Opponents of the measure argue 
that legalization would give the go-
ahead to a “gateway” drug and would 
strengthen the nation’s already promi-
nent drug culture. SWC marine biol-
ogy student Evelyn Mercado agreed. 

“It opens more doors to actually 
start using it,” she said.

Richard Casey, insurance major, said 
legalization could crimp Mexico’s drug 
cartels.

“I would argue with people that say 
it’s a gateway drug,” he said. “I say it’s a 

gateway to crime.”
Southwestern College is six miles from 

the Tijuana border, an area wracked by 

See Muzzle pg. 4

See Marijuana pg. 11
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GLASS AND GRASS: A user packs a water pipe to celebrate the counterculture holiday, 4/20. 

Aguilar 
walks out 
on meeting

See Aguilar pg. 4

By Sean Campbell, Lyndsay Winkley 
and Amber Sykes
Senior Staff Writers and Assistant News 
Editor

Southwestern College’s Governing 
Board was left with only four members 
to vote on its largest building contract in 
history after trustee Nick Aguilar walked 
out, claiming it was out of compliance 
with the board’s ethics policy.

Aguilar calmly but resolutely left the 
dias and exited the meeting at which the 
board approved a $55 million contract 
with BCA Architects to design and over-
see construction of the 110,000-square-
foot corner lot project. Construction 
is scheduled to begin May 2012 and 
include new administrative offices, a 
campus bookstore and some commercial 
spaces. Construction is expected to be 
completed by August 2013.

Aguilar said this was the first time he 
had left a meeting in protest in his 22 
years serving on three school boards. 
He called the meeting biased and in 
violation of the board’s ethics policy 
because board members were not privy 
to important information regarding 
the use of tax-payer money to hire 
an architect firm. While other board 
members profess to no frustration with 

South Africa is a 
nation of great 
beauty rich with 

natural resources 
that is still emerging 
from the darkness 
of apartheid. Senior  
staff writers Sean 
Campbell and 
Lyndsay Winkley 
embarked on a trip 
over spring break to 
an illegal township 
near Cape Town 
to volunteer in a 
ramshackle preschool 
that was low on 
resources but high 
on hope. Campbell’s 
South African blog is 
excerpted on page 12.

Coverage on BACKPAGE

UNDER AFRICAN SKIES

NEWS BRIEFS

By Jennifer Bowman
News Editor

English professor Randy Beach 
is the new president-elect of the 
Southwestern College Academic 
Senate following a 103-49 victory 
over Veronica Burton. Professor of 
Communication Linda Hensley was 
elected vice president.

American Sign Language instruc-
tor Rocky Miller was selected as the 
Senate’s new adjunct center rep-
resentative and Marsha Rutter, an 
English instructor, was voted in as 
the new language and literature ad-
junct representative. SWC counselor 
Ursula Kantor will now represent the 
Counseling and Personal Develop-
ment Department.

Professsor of Spanish Angelina 
Stuart will take over as Senate 
president in June, succeeding Pro-
fessor of Physical Education Valerie 
Goodwin-Colbert. Stuart will serve 
a two-year term.

New SWC
Senate reps

Board OKs
corner plan
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By Amber Sykes
Assistant News Editor

Southwestern College’s much de-
bated corner lot may be on its way to 
being developed with college offices 
and some retail.

SWC’s governing board approved 
a $55 million contract with BCA 
Architects to design and supervise 
construction of the project on a 4-0 
vote. Trustee Nick Aguilar left the 
meeting in protest after his requests 
for information about the selection 
process were not granted. (see related 
story) 

Funded by Proposition R, the 
project will revamp the 110,000-
square-foot lot on the corner of 
East H Street and Otay Lakes Road. 
Paul Bunton, president of BCA Ar-
chitects, said the completed project 
will provide a link between SWC’s 
main campus and the Chula Vista 
community.

The space will be home to a new 
administrative building, college 
bookstore, food court, art gallery, 
culinary arts program and wellness 
center. The campus police station 
will also relocate to the corner area.

Public conference space and a retail 
promenade are expected to generate 
revenue for the school, according 
to Vice President of Business and 
Financial Affairs Nicholas Alioto.

A roadway widening easement 
was also approved at the special 
governing board meering that would 
allow the city to expand Otay Lakes 
Road using the college’s sidewalk. 
In exchange the city agreed to not 
object to any corner plans relating 
to the California Environmental 
Quality Act and will install a traffic 
light at the school’s Elmhurst Street 
entrance.

Construction is expected to begin 
May 2012 and completed by August 
2013.


