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WE ARE ALL IMMIGRANTS: About 5,000 protesters gathered at the Federal Building in downtown San Diego to express opposition to Arizona SB1070 that expands police 
powers to detain and deport migrants. Border Angels and other human rights organizations oppose the bill, scheduled to take effect in August.

TO DIVIDE A NATION SWC slims 
summer 
offerings

Arizona’s bill reignites immigration reform debate across America
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Elegance reigns in spring dance recital

See the story in ARTS Page 7

Still no sign of missing Chula Vistan Erick Wales
By Amber 
Sykes
Assistant News 
Editor

H e a v y 
winds below 
the Coronado 
bridge could 
not slow down 
the effort of 
f a m i l y  a n d 

friends of Hilltop High School alum 
Erick Wales.

More than 100 people gathered April 
29 at Chicano Park to search for the 24-
year-old, who was last seen the morning 
of April 19. His car was found around the 
1900 block of Logan Avenue in Barrio 

Logan five days later.
Wearing green attire, attendees met 

at the park’s playground underneath the 
Coronado Bridge before splitting into two 
groups to search for clues. Participants 
were encouraged by event organizers to 
canvass posters and to ask local businesses 
and residents for access to search for clues 
on their property.

Wales was last seen by his girlfriend 
and former SWC student Kelly Wood. 
She said he left his apartment at 6:30 
a.m. for a work-related appointment. As 
a computer technician, Wales normally 
worked from home for a La Jolla-based 
company, VestaCare Inc. According to 
the website finderickwales.com, created 
by an old co-worker of his, Wales made 

a transaction from an ATM off Interstate 
15 and Aero Drive less than an hour after 
he left his home. 

Wood said she called Wales at 8 a.m. 
and his phone was already going straight 
to voicemail. A missing persons report 
was filed at 4 a.m. the following day. 

Wood attended the Thursday event 
and gave her best effort in the search. She 
expressed her hope to find anything that 
would give the party a clue to his where-
abouts. By taking it upon themselves to 
search the area, Wood said that the search 
party could eliminate the Barrio Logan 
area as a possibility of his location and 
move onto other leads. 

Police spokepersons have said evidence 
exists that suggests Wales left on his 

own accord and that no foul play was 
involved. 

A recent letter from his parents on 
finderickwales.com stated, “Our main 
concern right now is to know that you 
are OK. We are accepting that you may 
not be ready to come back just yet, but 
are praying that we will get some word 
that you’re alive and well.”

Wood said that this kind of behavior 
is not like Wales. After living with him 
for the past year she said she never would 
have expected something like this to 
happen.

“So many people miss him and care 
about him and want him to come home, 

WALES

By Amber Sykes
Assistant News Editor

Southwestern College students and 
faculty were among the nearly 5,000 
May Day protesters who marched from 
Chicano Park to the downtown Federal 
Building to denounce Arizona’s contro-
versial new law that expands police power 
to detain and deport migrants.

 Five days earlier about 200 people 
congregated outside the same building 
in response to the signing of the new bill 
that many Latinos and civil rights advo-
cates claim will lead to racial profiling. 
There was one counter-demonstrator.

San Diego police divided Front Street 
in half during the May 1 event with pro-
testers on one side and counter demon-
strators on the other. About 100 people 
came to support the Arizona law.

Local graphic designer Leigh Mahon, 
who opposed the law, held a sign that read 
“Do these shoes make me look illegal?” in 
response to comments by Congressman 

Brian Bilbray defending the law. Bilbray 
said training would allow officers to be 
able to identify undocumented residents 
by the way they behave, dress and by the 
shoes they wear.

Carol Jahnkow of San Diego Coalition 
for Peace and Justice said the group can-
celled its scheduled meeting that evening 
to participate in the rally.

“No one should be singled out in our 
society and have to prove that they’re 
Americans,” she said.

Loch David Crane of Border Patrol 
Auxiliary disagreed. Waving a large 
American flag, he said legal Americans 
should not be afraid to show their ID 
when asked to by officers. Crane, who 
is also a San Diego Minuteman, was the 
lone supporter at the Chicano Park rally 
and could be heard from 30 feet away 
with a megaphone.

“It’s a push in the right direction,” he 
said. “Now millions of illegal people can 
be displaced and millions of Americans 
can find jobs.”

Arizona Governor Jan Brewer signed 
Senate Bill 1070 on April 23. It requires 
Arizona police to question people about 
their immigration status if police have 
“reasonable suspicion” they are in the 
country illegally. Arizona legislators 
modified the bill just seven days later in 
an attempt to define what that meant.

The American Friends Service Com-
mittee said it plans to challenge the bill 
in court and meet with elected officials to 
reverse its enactment. Christian Ramirez, 
the group’s leader, said members want to 
ensure that policymakers are held respon-
sible for the bill and will be punished at 
the ballot box come re-election time.

“Arizona sadly is now in the headlines,” 
he said. “Not because of social justice, but 
because it is one of the most racist states, 
not only in America but across the entire 
hemisphere.”

Crane said there is already a system in 
place that allows people into the country 
legally. There is a direct path to enter the 
nation lawfully and people should use 

that path, he said.
“Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 

did it and look at the honor he has,” 
he said.

The bill is scheduled to take effect in 
August.
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AN ARMY OF ONE: San Diego 
Minuteman Project member Loch David 
Crane demonstrated his support for the 
Arizona law.

By Vanessa Zarate and Sean Campbell
Staff Writer and Senior Staff Writer

 
   If students called last year’s class 
offerings during summer session at 
Southwestern College “meager,” 
they may call this year’s “barren.”  
    SWC is offering only half the classes 
it did last year this coming summer. Ad-
ministrators said state budget cuts have 
impacted the college, but faculty leaders 
question class cuts when millions of dol-
lars sit in the college reserve. As the debate 
continues, students say they may have to 
delay their educational plans because they 
cannot enroll in summer school or get 
classes they really need.

  Only four days after the beginning of 
enrollment for summer session, English 
and math classes were almost full. Four 
out of five sections in each subject had 
extensive waiting lists for each of their 
four offerings.

 SWC business administration ma-
jor Corey Ferguson said he was one of 
the lucky ones.

    “I was fortunate enough to be able 
to register for my last two classes before 
transferring,” he said. “I’ve heard other 
students haven’t been able to do that.” 
   SWC communication officer Chris 
Bender said the college is trying to main-
tain its offerings in academics and student 
support services, while at the same time 
working with less money due to state 
budget cuts. 

  “The college is having to do a lot more 
with a lot less,” he said. 

The district plans to spend $1.5 mil-
lion to pick up where the state drops off 
in funding for student support services 
next year. Bender said if the college does 
not pick up the tab it would mean layoffs 
and a drastic reduction in student support 
services.

 Vice President of Business and Fi-
nancial Affairs Nicholas Alioto said in 
November that administration planned 
to cancel summer session completely 
until SWC’s student government asked 
the district to rethink that decision.  
     “The students asked us to keep sum-
mer,” he said. “There was talk about 
getting rid of the summer altogether, like 
many colleges have done, and we chose 
to keep the summer going just because 
of the sequencing of the course work 
for some students who need to be able 
to access sections in summer that they 
are doing prerequisites for in spring.”  
   SWC has cut at least 40 percent 
of its classes in the past two years. 
      Faculty have voiced that the college is 
cutting classes while at the same time sit-
ting on between $6 million and $15 mil-
lion. Faculty union president Phil Lopez 
said that money is for a “rainy day” and 
“SWC is in the middle of a monsoon.”  
       The board has unwaveringly stood by 
its decision to not touch its contingency 
reserve. Members argue that the dismal 
financial outlook of the state’s budget 
could mean that the monsoon may be 
yet to come and that the reserve may be 
SWC’s only life raft.

See Wales pg. 4


