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ASO urges administration, faculty cooperation

See Research pg. 23

Students elect 
Manuel Lopez
ASO president

BREAKING DOWN
THE DEBATE

Research 
department
reshuffled

By Sean Campbell
Senior Staff Writer

Only three months after receiving a 
resounding “F” from faculty, Southwest-
ern College Superintendent Dr. Raj K. 
Chopra received a “full confidence” vote 
from a majority of the college’s governing 
board after a four-month performance 
evaluation.

SWC’s governing board voted 4-1 for 
confidence in Chopra, with Trustee Nick 
Aguilar voting against. 

“By law the evaluation is confidential,” 
said SWC Board President Yolanda Salci-
do after the closed session portion of the 
board’s May meeting. “I have, however, 
been authorized to report and pleased to 
share that Dr. Chopra enjoys the full con-
fidence of the majority of the board. The 
board sincerely appreciates and values Dr. 
Chopra’s hard work and leadership during 
these very difficult times. The board fully 
expects that he will continue to lead the 
college in the direction of progress and 
continue his efforts to serve the best inter-

est of the students. Thank you.”
Chopra did not comment on the evalu-

ation, but later in the meeting laid down 
two recent newspaper clippings reporting 
massive cuts in San Diego County by the 
Board of Supervisors and a 4.3 percent 
pay reduction for teachers at the Poway 
Unified School District.

“Madame President, when I look at it, 
I am constantly reminded that the budget 
in this time, as we manage, determines 
whether we are going to meet the obliga-
tions which are essential and necessary in 

order to still keep the focus on students,” 
Chopra said.

SWC has shown its commitment to 
employees, Chopra said. He said SWC has 
fulfilled its obligation to pay step-and-
column raises for employees at a cost of 
about $750,000, granted faculty sabbati-
cals at a cost of $57,000, and agreed to 
pay $200,000 from the college’s general 
fund to keep out-of-pocket payments for 
employee health insurance from dramati-
cally increasing.

Arizona’s restrictive anti-immigration law SB1070 has polarized the Southwest and 
rekindled demands for comprehensive immigration reform across America. San Diego 
human rights activists have been vocal opponents of the new law, but polls say a 

majoriy of Americans support it. 
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Perspective from both sides of an explosive issue pg. 12

Chopra receives board’s vote of confidence

See Chopra pg. 23

Student government shys away from “No Confidence” vote on Chopra, 
urges an end to “bickering” that thwards accreditation progress

See Open Letter pg. 23

By Alyssa Simental
Arts Editor 

After nearly a year of acrimonious delib-
eration over whether to issue a vote of No 
Confidence in Superintendent/President 
Dr. Raj K. Chopra and the governing 
board, Southwestern College’s student 
government has decided to do nothing. 
ASO senators instead opted for a resolution 
of campus unification.

On student government election day, 
the Associated Student Organization had 
its biggest debate this term. The executive 
board unanimously decided to present the 
governing board with what Executive Vice 
President Gilbert Songalia called a “proac-
tive paper.”

Soon after the paper had been polished, 
the executive members presented the reso-
lution to the senators just two weeks before 
the end of the semester. It passed 11-4-1, 
but not without even more debate.

“I think it’s too late,” said Nick Serrano, 
senator at large. “We’re in the middle of 
an election and for us to take a stance at 

NOT ON THE SAME PAGE: ASO Executive Vice President Gilbert Songalia reads a 
resolution calling for better cooperation between the administration and faculty to the 
governing board during its May meeting. Chris DeBauche (right) had urged the ASO to 
vote “No Confidence” in Superintendent Dr. Raj K. Chopra.  

By Jennifer Bowman
News Editor

Southwestern College has gone full 
circle on an administrative position that 
heads its grants and research department, 
an area that was deemed inadequate by 
the accreditation team that placed the 
college on probation earlier this year.

SWC’s governing board unanimously 
voted to eliminate the dean of research, 
evaluation and planning, and to reduce 
the title to director. It will no longer 
oversee computer services. Two employ-
ees in charge of the research department 
have been dismissed in the past year.

Lack of an efficient research depart-
ment was identified as one of the 
college’s 10 deficiencies by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC) when its visiting accreditation 
team placed SWC on probation.

Dr. Cidhinnia Torres Campos was 
hired last July as SWC’s dean of research, 
evaluation and planning. She was ter-
minated in March when the governing 
board voted not to renew her contract. 
Her contract ends in June.

Chris Bender, SWC’s chief communi-
cation officer, said he could not confirm 
if she was placed on administrative leave 

Aguilar calls 
reception 
‘inappropriate’

By Anthony Dacong
Staff Writer

Southwestern College’s multi-part 
unveiling of the new corner lot devel-
opment has also exposed new levels 
of tension among governing board 
members.

Trustee Nick Aguilar has publicly 
protested the administration’s decision 
to host an event at a restaurant and to 
invite members of the business com-
munity using his name and district 
resources.

On May 24 the governing board will 
be hosting a business community event 
for an undisclosed guest list for an event 
called, “The Unveiling of the Corner 
Lot Project (Prop R) at Frida Mexican 
Cuisine.” Aguilar, who walked out of an 
April board meeting in protest over the 
process used in selecting an architect, 
said he took offense to the invitations 

SDSU 
rejects
transfers

See ASO pg. 10

Daniela Padilla / Staff

NEWS BRIEFS

By Lyndsay Winkley, Sean 
Campbell and Amber Sykes
Senior Staff Writers and Assistant News 
Editor

It is getting hard to find a slot at 
SDSU and community colleges across 
the region are calling for a more trans-
parent enrollment process at the state’s 
most impacted university.

The university turned away a record 
500 Southwestern College students and 
2,500 transfer students from across the 

county.  This year 
there were 61,800 
applicants com-
peting for 6,158 
slots at SDSU.

Transfer stu-
dents ran into 
prob l ems  l a s t 
year with SDSU’s 
supplemental ap-
plication, a form 
very few universi-

ties in California 
use. Counselors 
accused SDSU of 
throwing students 

out of the pool of applicants on tech-
nicalities and computer glitches. This 
year SDSU increased the requirements 
of its transfer guarantee program, 
which resulted in many transfer de-
nials, said Interim Transfer Director 
Jaime Salazar.

“They added new courses that only 
San Diego State offers or they are 
offered only at other community col-
leges,” he said. “Well Southwestern 
didn’t get the word about those changes 
until they actively apply, and it was a 
little too late, and that is why there are 
so many denials.” 

Now, an organized body that repre-
sents community colleges throughout 
San Diego and Imperial County has 
called for counselors to proactively 
call in students that have been denied 
and review their application for pos-
sible appeal or to search for alternative 
transfer options.

He said transfer directors from com-
munity colleges across the two counties 
were calling for transparency in the 
application process along with better 
communication and an agreement that 
the local universities will not change 
their rules in the middle of the transfer 
process.

2010-2011:
Applicants: 61,800
Admitted: 15,693

Slots: 6,158

OTHER ELECTION RESULTS:
Executive Vice President:

Social Vice President:

Vice President for Club Affairs:

Vice President for Public Relations:

Treasurer:

Secretary:

Leslie Mariscal

Miguel Camacho

Derrick Dudley

By Sean Campbell
Senior Staff Writer

Manuel Lopez has served much of 
his time on the Southwestern College 
student government representing the 
Higher Education Center, San Ysidro. 
Now he is representing all of the 
college’s 22,000 students. Lopez was 
elected 2010-11 Associated Student 
Organization President and SWC 
Student Trustee last week after a close 
election 378-333 over Oliver Osuna. 
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