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Despite losing a flying mission, the commander 
believes the 65-year-old Battle Creek Air National 
Guard Base has a bright future. 
 
"I think we are fine," said Col. Ronald Wilson, 
commander of the 110th Airlift Wing. "Of any of the 
units, especially in Michigan, I think we are the most 
viable for the future." 
 
On Thursday, base officials announced the Air 
Force won't place a squadron of eight C-130 cargo 
aircraft at Battle Creek. And on Sept. 30 the base 
loses four C-21 passenger planes, the military 
version of the Lear Jet. 
 
Instead the base will move forward on an earlier Air 
Force decision to assign a unit of MQ-9 Reaper 
drone aircraft at Battle Creek. That unit is expected 
to be operational in two to three years, Wilson said. 
 
The loss of the C-130 was a blow, Wilson said, 
because the base could have added about 250 
jobs. "It would have been great to have it," he said 
from the base headquarters. "We would have had 
to do some hiring. But we really never had those 
jobs so it was not really a loss." 
 
It was a proposed mission supported by community 
groups, local politicians and government leaders 
and Gov. Rick Snyder and Democratic Sens. Carl 
Levin and Debbie Stabenow along with State Sen. 
Mike Nofs, R-Battle Creek and State Rep. Kate 
Segal, D-Battle Creek. 
 
"It is disappointing as many folks around our 
community have fought hard trying to get us this 
flying mission," Wilson said. 
 
"We will move forward and be an outstanding RPA 
(remotely piloted aircraft) unit and we are excited 
for the MQ-9 mission. This is the way of the future 
in aircraft technology." 
 
Jan Frantz, Battle Creek Unlimited's director of 
corporate projects and a member of the city's 
Citizens to Save the C-27J group, said she was 

disappointed to hear that the base would not 
receive C-130 aircraft. The C-27J, another military 
transport, had been proposed for Battle Creek but 
that program was scrapped in November and the C-
130 was suggested as a replacement. 
 
"But our community put forth an outstanding effort," 
she said. "We did absolutely everything we could." 
 
Wilson said C-130s will be placed at other bases 
around the country. 
 
The drone mission and an existing command and 
control center, the 217 Air Operations Group, which 
supports U.S. Air Forces in Europe and U.S. Air 
Forces Africa, will "move us forward in a favorable 
way," Frantz said. 
Base officials said the C-27J mission would have 
employed 79 people including 29 full-time 
employees, while the Reaper mission would employ 
74 full-time and 208 total. 
 
Wilson said he expects base employment will fall by 
100 to 150 over the next three years from the 
current 965 full- and part-time employees. He said 
most of the positions will be lost through retirements 
and attrition and some employees may be moved to 
other military bases. 
 
Dr. Joe Schwarz, a former Republican state senator 
and congressman from Battle Creek who has 
helped lead efforts to bring air missions, said such 
decisions are "highly political" and that the state of 
Michigan is challenged with not having members in 
the House Armed Services Committee. 
 
"I think under different circumstances, there could 
have been a different result," he said. "The city of 
Battle Creek, the community here, the great men 
and women at the base, have nothing to be 
ashamed of. They worked as hard as they possibly 
could. They did the very, very best they could." 
 
Schwarz said the new Reaper mission will position 
the base for growth as the Air Force tries to become 
more technologically savvy. Unmanned aerial 



vehicle missions will become more common, he 
said, but there will always be a need for manned 
aircraft. 
 
"We need a manned flying mission," he said. "We 
need tails on the flight line and we'll keep trying to 
do it. And there are other opportunities, God willing, 
that will arise to be able to do it." 
 
BCU President and CEO Karl Dehn said in a 
statement that it would continue to support military 
missions that help the community and said service 
members are "valued citizens and neighbors." 
 
"We move forward," he said. "The Battle Creek Air 
National Guard is a resilient and creative group. I'm 
sorry to say their future here will suffer job losses, 
but they will still be the finest group of Guardsmen 
and women around. We want to keep them here." 
 
Wilson said the 25 pilots assigned to the base will 
be retrained to fly the drones or could transfer to 
other aircraft squadrons to take new positions. 
Battle Creek will be one of six guard bases with 
drone squadrons and Wilson said since the aircraft 
are actually stationed overseas, the maintenance 
jobs here won't be needed. He said the base fire 
department might also be reduced since "the fire 
department has to do with flying and with the flight 
line." 
 
But he said officials are still studying manning 
documents to determine staffing. 
 
In the past, Battle Creek officials and residents 
have rallied to support the base, which has an 
annual economic impact of $81 million, according to 
the guard. In 1984, the city extended the airport's 
runway to 10,000 feet to keep the base in Battle 
Creek. It also purchased land in 2006 to support 
airport operations and bought additional residential 
parcels last year as an airport noise abatement 
strategy. Community leaders also lobbied for the 
facility when it avoided the last round of base 
closures in 2005. 
 

The MQ-9 Reaper is described by the Air Force as 
"an armed, multi-mission, medium-altitude, long 
endurance RPA (remotely piloted aircraft)." Time 
magazine reported in November that the cost of a 
single MQ-9 Reaper drone is $12.5 million. The 
aircraft has a wingspan of 66 feet and length of 36 
feet. It cruises about 230 miles per hour at up to 
50,000 feet and with a range of 1,150 miles. 
 
Wilson said the announcement on the C-130 comes 
as base officials are preparing for furloughs for 120 
to 130 civilian employees, who will be laid off one 
day each week beginning at the end of April, 
because of the federal budget cuts, known as the 
sequester. 
 
THE MQ-9 REAPER 

Primary Function: Remotely 
piloted hunter/killer weapon system 
Speed: Cruise speed around 230 miles 
per hour (200 knots) 
Wingspan: 66 feet (20.1 meters) 
Length: 
36 feet (11 meters) 
Height: 
12.5 feet (3.8 meters) 
 
The MQ-9 Reaper is an armed, multi-mission, medium- 
altitude, long endurance remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) 
that is employed primarily in a hunter/killer role against 
dynamic execution targets and secondarily as an 
intelligence collection asset. Reapers can also perform 
the following missions and tasks: intelligence, 
surveillance, reconnaissance (ISR), close air support 
(CAS), combat search and rescue (CSAR), precision 
strike, buddy-laser, convoy/raid overwatch, route 
clearance, target development, and terminal air guidance. 
 
The MQ-9's capabilities make it uniquely qualified to 
conduct irregular warfare operations in support of 
Combatant Commander objectives. 
 
Features 

The Reaper is part of an Unmanned Aircraft System, or 
UAS, not just an aircraft. A fully operational system 
consists of several sensor/weapon-equipped aircraft, a 
ground control station (GCS), a Predator Primary Satellite 
Link (PPSL), and spare equipment along with operations 
and maintenance crews for deployed 24-hour operations. 
 

Background 

The U.S. Air Force proposed the MQ-9 Reaper system in 
response to the Department of Defense direction to 
support overseas contingency operations initiatives. It is 
larger and more powerful than the MQ-1 Predator and is 
designed to prosecute time-sensitive targets with 
persistence and precision, and destroy or disable those 
targets. The "M" is the Department of Defense 
designation for multi-role and "Q" means unmanned 
aircraft system. The "9" indicates it is the ninth in the 
series of remotely piloted aircraft systems. 
 
General Characteristics 

Primary Function: Remotely piloted hunter/killer weapon 
system 
Contractor: General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. 
Power Plant: Honeywell TPE331-10GD turboprop engine 
Thrust: 900 shaft horsepower maximum 
Wingspan: 66 feet (20.1 meters) 
Length: 36 feet (11 meters) 
Height: 12.5 feet (3.8 meters) 
Weight: 4,900 pounds (2,223 kilograms) empty 
Maximum takeoff weight: 10,500 pounds (4,760 
kilograms) 
Fuel Capacity: 4,000 pounds (602 gallons) 
Payload: 3,750 pounds (1,701 kilograms) 
Speed: Cruise speed around 230 miles per hour (200 
knots) 
Range: 1,150 miles (1,000 nautical miles) 
Ceiling: Up to 50,000 feet (15,240 meters) 
Armament: Combination of AGM-114 Hellfire missiles, 
GBU-12 Paveway II and GBU-38 Joint  
 
Direct Attack Munitions 

Crew (remote): Two (pilot and sensor operator) 
Unit Cost: $53.5 million (includes four aircraft with 
sensors) (fiscal 2006 dollars) 
Initial operating capability: October 2007 
 
Source: U.S. Air Force 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


